
 

Encounters with Jesus – Peter at the beach 

 

Welcome to another Launch activity!   I hope the week has gone well and you are enjoying the 
holiday.   

 

 

This week one of the themes we are looking at is restoration.  Is there something at home which is 
neglected, dirty or out of use that you could clean and put back?  I have been working on my shed.  
Here it is before I started 

 

The wood has been neglected – it is very dry.  There is a nasty green mould growing on it, and there 
are weeds at the bottom.  I could get rid of it and start again, but I think with a bit of work it will still 
be useful and valuable. 

Here is me cleaning the mould and then repainting it.  

Notice 

 1) the practical hat to keep the sun off my head,  

2) the t-shirt which has been with me on many painting jobs!  
  



 

And here is the finished shed.  I hope you agree it looks better!   It’s not perfect but it’s refreshed 
and renewed.   I look forward to using it more!  On reflection it was definitely worth restoring it not 
replacing it 

Is there something you can do?  Perhaps you can talk to your parents about it.  It may be done over 
several days – perhaps you could send me photos or you could post them on the Family church 
Facebook page. 

 

 

Today we are going to follow part of Peter’s story.  He was one of Jesus’ disciples.  Here is 
him promising Jesus he is going to be faithful to him: 
Matthew 26: 31-35 
 
But when Jesus was arrested and crucified, Peter didn’t live up to this: 
Matthew 26: 71-75 
 
Have you ever let someone down, or been let down by someone?  Can the friendship ever 
be restored? 
How do you think Peter now felt?  Would he ever want to face Jesus again? 
How would Jesus feel?  Would he give up on Peter, or would he want to restore their 
friendship? 
 
Fortunately for Peter, Jesus thought it worth restoring.  He even cooks him a fish barbecue!  
Read John 21: 1-17. 
 

1. Why did Jesus feel it necessary to ask Peter 3 times if he loved Him? 
2. Why did Jesus call Peter by his original name of Simon? 
3. Why, each time, did Jesus give Peter responsibility for looking after other followers? 



The three times was a reflection of the three denials – this was a full forgiveness and restoration. 
Peter knew each part had been forgiven and dealt with. With the forgiveness and acceptance came 
the new calling and hope that Peter was ready for the challenge of looking after new (and existing) 
disciples and teaching them and helping them to grow in their faith.  Peter became one of the 
important leaders in the new church – we can read about this in Acts, and if you’ve been following 
the Spring Harvest sessions you will have learnt some more about him!( If you haven’t there’s still 
time!) 

  

 

Reflection  

Think about what you restored in the first activity – or look at a picture of something that has been 
restored.  Listen to a worship song like ‘Majesty’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNGdcq0pAuU    
Just as Jesus loved Peter enough  to forgive him and restore him, so he loves each one of us enough 
to forgive us for the things we have done wrong and restore us.   

Pray for people you know that they would be restored to Jesus.  Is there any person we need to do 
something to restore a relationship with? 

 

The memory verse is: 

“Restore us O God, make your face shine on us so that we might be saved.” Psalm 80: 3 

You could make a poster of this verse.  We can think of ourselves when we think of this verse but 
also the people we know and all of the people working to help us with the coronavirus.  Pray for 
their safety, and that doctors would find a vaccine for this sickness.   

Alec and Jane  


